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Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

 

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
established by resolution of the UNRCC
met for the first time in 1995. 
 
The aims of the PCGIAP are t
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 
for nations from Asia and the Pacific to:

·  
·  

·  

 
Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC
comprising president, vice
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 
strengthening (WG4).
 
The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the PCGIAP (PCGIAP, 1998). Most of
groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 
fundamental data (PCGIAP, 2000). 

·  
·  

·  
·  

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 
Pacific. WG4, for example, has facilitated a nu
region.
 
The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 
contains information on the:

·  
·  
·  

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
established by resolution of the UNRCC
met for the first time in 1995. 

The aims of the PCGIAP are t
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 
for nations from Asia and the Pacific to:

 Cooperate in the development of a regional geograp
 Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

infrastructure; and,
 Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 

any other form of activity such as education, training, 
(PCGIAP, 1994)

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC
comprising president, vice
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 
strengthening (WG4).

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the PCGIAP (PCGIAP, 1998). Most of
groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 
fundamental data (PCGIAP, 2000). 

 Specific fundamental spatial data;
 The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 

interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,
 The use of fundamental spatial data by 
  

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 
Pacific. WG4, for example, has facilitated a nu
region. 

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 
contains information on the:

 Statutes of the committee; 
 Composition of the executive board; 
 Names and contact details of 

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
established by resolution of the UNRCC
met for the first time in 1995. 

The aims of the PCGIAP are t
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 
for nations from Asia and the Pacific to:

Cooperate in the development of a regional geograp
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 
infrastructure; and, 
Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
any other form of activity such as education, training, 
(PCGIAP, 1994) 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC
comprising president, vice-president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 
strengthening (WG4). 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the PCGIAP (PCGIAP, 1998). Most of
groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 
fundamental data (PCGIAP, 2000). 

Specific fundamental spatial data;
The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,
The use of fundamental spatial data by 

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 
Pacific. WG4, for example, has facilitated a nu

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 
contains information on the: 

Statutes of the committee; 
Composition of the executive board; 
Names and contact details of 

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
established by resolution of the UNRCC
met for the first time in 1995.  

The aims of the PCGIAP are to maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 
for nations from Asia and the Pacific to: 

Cooperate in the development of a regional geograp
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
any other form of activity such as education, training, 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the PCGIAP (PCGIAP, 1998). Most of
groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 
fundamental data (PCGIAP, 2000). The policy applies

Specific fundamental spatial data;
The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,
The use of fundamental spatial data by 

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 
Pacific. WG4, for example, has facilitated a nu

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 
 

Statutes of the committee;  
Composition of the executive board; 
Names and contact details of members; 

12 

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
established by resolution of the UNRCC-AP at its meeting in Beijing, China in 1994. It 

o maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 

 
Cooperate in the development of a regional geograp
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
any other form of activity such as education, training, 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. The committee meets 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the PCGIAP (PCGIAP, 1998). Most of the activity of the PCGIAP and its working 
groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 

The policy applies
Specific fundamental spatial data; 
The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,
The use of fundamental spatial data by governments, industry and the community.

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 
Pacific. WG4, for example, has facilitated a number of SDI

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 

Composition of the executive board;  
members;  

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
AP at its meeting in Beijing, China in 1994. It 

o maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 

Cooperate in the development of a regional geographic information infrastructure;
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
any other form of activity such as education, training, 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 

Asia and the Pacific. The committee meets 
annually and reports every three years to the UNRCC-AP. An executive board 

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
the PCGIAP. Committee business is performed through four working groups 
geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the activity of the PCGIAP and its working 

groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 

The policy applies to: 

The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,

governments, industry and the community.

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 

mber of SDI-related training courses in the 

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
AP at its meeting in Beijing, China in 1994. It 

o maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 

hic information infrastructure;
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
any other form of activity such as education, training, and technology transfer. 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 

Asia and the Pacific. The committee meets 
AP. An executive board 

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
four working groups 

geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the activity of the PCGIAP and its working 

groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 

The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,

governments, industry and the community.

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 

related training courses in the 

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 

Introduction to PCGIAP Working Group 3  

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
AP at its meeting in Beijing, China in 1994. It 

o maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 

hic information infrastructure;
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
and technology transfer. 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 

Asia and the Pacific. The committee meets 
AP. An executive board 

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
four working groups – regional 

geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the activity of the PCGIAP and its working 

groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 

The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and,

governments, industry and the community.

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 

related training courses in the 

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 

 
 

The Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) was 
AP at its meeting in Beijing, China in 1994. It 

o maximise the economic, social and environmental 
benefits of geographic information in accordance with Agenda 21 by providing a forum 

hic information infrastructure; 
Contribute to the development of the global geographic information 

Share experiences and consult on matters of common interest; and participate in 
and technology transfer. 

Members of the PCGIAP are directorates of national survey and mapping organizations, 
or equivalent national agencies, of the 55 members and associate members of the United 

Asia and the Pacific. The committee meets 
AP. An executive board 

president, secretary, and up to 9 other members, administers 
regional 

geodesy (WG1), regional fundamental data (WG2), cadastre (WG3) and institutional 

The concept of a SDI of the Asia and Pacific region (the APSDI) was developed early by 
the activity of the PCGIAP and its working 

groups at present is directed towards developing and implementing the components of the 
APSDI. For example, WG2 of the PCGIAP has developed a policy for sharing 

The collection, management and use of fundamental spatial data in the regional 
interest, whether its application is at national, regional or international levels; and, 

governments, industry and the community. 

WG2 has also developed specifications for an administrative boundary dataset of the 
region and is currently implementing a spatial data clearinghouse for Asia and the 

related training courses in the 

The PCGIAP maintains a comprehensive internet site (http://www.pcgiap.org) that 



 

13 
 

·  Activities of each working group;  
·  Reports and resolutions of each meeting;  
·  Technical papers and publications; and,  
·  Resolutions of each UNRCC-AP since 1991. 

 
Organizational Structure and Operation of PCGIAP 

The current organizational structure of the PCGIAP and its relation with the UNRCC-AP 
and other components of the Committee are illustrated in the following Figure.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Working Group 3 (WG3) 
PCGIAP WG3 was established in 2000 based on a resolution from the 15th UNRCC-AP 
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Through that resolution, it has been recommended that 
the United Nations, within available resources, and in cooperation with the working 
group on the cadastre under the PCGIAP, and with the expert assistance of relevant 
organisations such as the International Federation of Surveyors and the International 
Hydrographic Office, undertake work into and facilitate discussion on: 
 

·  Development of the Asia-Pacific Spatial Data Infrastructure;  
·  Development of regional marine cadastral infrastructure;  
·  Realisation of economic, social and environmental benefits for the region; and  
·  The implementation of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED) Agenda 21; and that 
 
WG3 also has an objective to explore the relationship between the operations of the 
cadastre or land administration system in each member country and the development of 
their spatial data infrastructures at local, state and national levels.  
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WG3 was ‘Cadastre’ working group until 2006 when re-named WG3 on Spatially 
Enabled Government. WG3 was renamed “Land Administration” in 2008 with a mandate 
to consider land administration issues, spatially enabling government and their joint role 
in supporting sustainable development. This was the result of a resolution during the 14th 
PCGIAP meeting in Malaysia (due to the desire by WG3 members for WG3 to focus 
more broadly on land administration issues in the Asia and the Pacific region), 
WG3 is responsible for exploring technical, institutional and policy issues regarding the 
contribution of spatial data infrastructures (SDI) in designing, building and managing 
large scale, spatial, people relevant datasets, and in particular their role in cadastral, land 
administration and marine administration systems, and spatially enabling government. 
 
WG3 has been very active over the last eight years. It had a successful period for its 
activities as summarised below: 
 

·  Development of a cadastral template; 
·  Development of a marine administration template; 
·  Running an international SDI short course;  
·  Hosting five international workshops and seminars on the cadastre, marine 

administration and land administration related issues and challenges including 
data integration; 

·  Successfully completed one major project (data integration project) and initiated 
and contributed to a new project (spatially enabled government), 

·  Established five dedicated website for the projects, 
·  Instituted a successful and widely disseminated publication strategy.  
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Venue: 
Park of Dialogue, or "Park-e Goftegou" in Tehran 

Chamran Highway, Tehran 
 
 
Accommodation:  
    LALEH International Hotel 

Dr. Fatemi Ave, Tehran, IRAN 
Tel: +98(21) 8896 6021 – 9 
Fax: +98(21) 8895 4984 – 5 

 
 
Weather: 
 
In mid-March, the weather grows warm. In late April, the weather begins to grow warm 
at a faster pace, so that in mid-May, it is rather hot. 
 

 
Transportation: 
 
Transportation will be provided by Host organizing committee between:  

·  Airport and hotel 
·  Hotel and Forum Venue 
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Recent archaeological studies indicate that as early as 10,000 BC, people lived on the 
southern short of the Caspian, one of the few regions of the world which according to 
mankind to engage on agriculture and animal husbandry. 

Though the history of Iran is long and complex, its shape is determined by the rise and 
fall of successive dynasties- with intervals of chaos and confusion. 

The Persian Empire, the Medes, the Assyrian Kingdom, the Macedonians, the Huns, the 
Sassanians, the Arabs, the Seljuks and Mongols, the Timurids and the Safavids, all held 
sway here at one time or another. 

In the 6th century BC Cyrus the Great founded the Persian Empire, which was destroyed 
in 330 BC by Alexander the Great. In succeeding centuries, Persia was invaded by the 
Parthians, the Arabs, the Mongols and various Turkish dynasties. After the Arab conquest 
in the middle of the 7th century, the ancient Persian religion of Zoroastrianism gave way 
to Islam. 

Persia continued to be overrun by foreign powers for another thousand years. The Seljuk 
Turks arrived in the 11th century, followed by the Mongols under Genghis Khan and his 
grandson Hulagu Khan in the 13th century and Tamerlane (Timur) in the 14th century. 
Another Turkish dynasty, the Safavids, took control in the 16th century, only to be ousted 
by yet another Turkish tribe, the Qajar, in the 18th century. 

The Safavids belonged to a Sufi religious order and made Shiite Islam the official 
religion of Iran, undertaking a major conversion campaign of Iranian Muslims. The 
Safavid dynasty reached its height during the reign of Shah Abbas 1st (1587-1629). It was 
during his reign that Persia once again came to be known in Europe as a superpower, 
because it was the greatest opponent of the Ottomans, and their wars saved Europe, the 
Ottomans being too occupied on the east fighting Iran to make headway in the west. 

In 18th -19th centuries Iran fall under the increasing pressure of European nations, 
particularly the Russian Empire and the Great Britain. The discovery of oil in early 1900s 
intensified the rivalry of the Great Britain and Russia for power over the nation�.After the 
World War 1st Iran was admitted to the League of Nations as an original member.  

In 1921 Reza Khan, an army officer, established a military dictatorship. He was 
subsequently elected hereditary Shah, thus ending the Qajar dynasty and founding the 
new Pahlavi dynasty. 

In 1963 Iran’s most important religious nation-wide uprising led by Ayatollah Khomeine, 
took place in protest to the so-called White Revolution. 

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution of 1979 the shah was overthrown and Iran, 
officially renamed the Islamic Republic of Iran, became a theocratic state. The 
Constitution of 1979 designated Ayatollah Khomeini as the pious jurist or faqih (the 
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policy guide and ultimate decision-maker). April 1,979 became the Islamic Republic 
Day. 

������������������� �

Iran comprises a land area of over 1.6 million square Km (the 17th country in the world 
by land area). It is located in south west of Asia and is one of the middle-east countries. 
Iran lies down the northern temperate zone, between latitudes 25 degree 3’ north and 39 
degrees 47' north and between longitude 44 degree 02' east and 63 degrees 20' east. 
 Iran is bounded by Turkmenistan, Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan, and Armenia on the North, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan on the East, Oman Sea and Persian Gulf on the South, and Iraq 
and Turkey on the West. Totally Iran has a border of 8731 km of which 2700 km go for 
water borders and 6031 km for land borders.  

�  The highest point in Iran is Mount Damavand being 5610 meters high. 
  

�  The longest river is the Karun river being 890 kilometers long (only navigable 
river). 
  

�  The largest lake is the Orumiyeh Lake with an area of 4868 kilometers. 
  

�  The largest island is Qeshm with an area of 1891 squar kilometers. 
  

Iranian government system is Islamic republic and its national day is 22th 
Bahman (11th Feb). Tehran is the capital of Iran. 
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Iran consists of rugged, mountainous rims surrounding high interior basins. The main 
mountain chain is the Zagros Mountains, a series of parallel ridges interspersed with 
plains that bisect the country from northwest to southeast. Many peaks in the Zagros 
exceed 3,000 meters above sea level, and in the south-central region of the country there 
are at least five peaks that are over 4,000 meters.� As the Zagros continue into 
southeastern Iran, the average elevation of the peaks declines dramatically to under 1,500 
meters. Rimming the Caspian Sea littoral is another chain of mountains, the narrow but 
high Alborz Mountains. Volcanic Mount Damavand (5,600 meters), located in the center 
of the Alborz, is not only the country's highest peak but also the highest mountain on the 
Eurasian landmass west of the Hindu Kush.  

The center of Iran consists of several closed basins that collectively are referred to as the 
Central Plateau. The average elevation of this plateau is about 900 meters, but several of 
the mountains that tower over the plateau exceed 3,000 meters. The eastern part of the 
plateau is covered by two salt deserts, the Dasht-e Kavir and the Dasht-e Lut. Except for 
some scattered oases, these deserts are uninhabited.  
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Iran has only two expanses of lowlands: the Khuzestan plain in the southwest and the 
Caspian Sea coastal plain in the north. The former is a roughly triangular-shaped 
extension of the Mesopotamia plain and averages about 160 kilometers in width. It 
extends for about 120 kilometers inland, barely rising a few meters above sea level, and 
then meets abruptly with the first foothills of the Zagros. Much of the Khuzestan plain is 
covered with marshes. The Caspian plain is both longer and narrower. It extends for 
some 640 kilometers along the Caspian shore, but its widest point is less than 50 
kilometers, while at some places less than 2 kilometers separate the shore from the Alborz 
foothills. The Persian Gulf coast south of Khuzestan and the Gulf of Oman coast have no 
real plains because the Zagros in these areas come right down to the shore.  

There are no major rivers in the country. Of the small rivers and streams, the only one 
that is navigable is the Karun, which shallow- draft boats can negotiate from 
Khorramshahr to Ahvaz, a distance of about 180 kilometers. Several other permanent 
rivers and streams also drain into the Persian Gulf, while a number of small rivers that 
originate in the northwestern Zagros or Alborz drain into the Caspian Sea. On the Central 
Plateau, numerous rivers, most of which have dry beds for the greater part of the year, 
form from snow melting in the mountains during the spring and flow through permanent 
channels, draining eventually into salt lakes that also tend to dry up during the summer 
months. There is a permanent salt lake, Lake Urmia (the traditional name, also cited as 
Lake Urmiyeh, to which it has reverted after being called Lake Rezaiyeh under 
Mohammad Reza Shah), in the northwest, whose brine content is too high to support fish 
or most other forms of aquatic life. There are also several connected salt lakes along the 
Iran-Afghanistan border in the province of Baluchestan va Sistan. 

�
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The Caspian Sea is the largest enclosed body of water on Earth by area, variously classed 
as the world’s largest lake or a full-fledged sea. It has a surface area of 371,000 square 
kilometers (143,244 sq mi) and a volume of 78,200 cubic kilometers (18,761 cu mi). It is 
an endorheic basin (it has an no outflows), and is bounded by southern Russia, western 
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, northern Iran, and eastern Azerbaijan. It has a maximum 
depth of about 1025 meters (3,363 ft). 
 
The Persian Gulf, in the Southwest Asian region, is an extension of the Indian Ocean 
located between Iran and the Arabian Peninsula. It has many good fishing grounds, 
extensive coral reefs, and abundant pearl oysters, but its ecology has come under pressure 
from industrialization, and in particular, petroleum spillages during the recent wars in the 
region.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The inland sea of some 251,000 km� is connected to the Gulf of Oman in the east by the 
Strait of Hormuz; and its western end is marked by the major river delta of the Shatt al-
Arab, which carries the waters of the Euphrates and the Tigris. Its length is 989 
kilometers, with Iran covering most of the northern coast and Saudi Arabia most of the 
southern coast. The gulf is about 56 kilometers wide at its narrowest, in the Strait of 
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Hormuz. The waters are overall very shallow, with a maximum depth of 90 meters and an 
average depth of 50 meters. 
�
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Iran has a continental type of climate, with cold winters and and hot summers prevalent 
across the plateau. On the plateau, the annual rainfall does not exceed 30 cm�(12 in), with 
the deserts and the Persian Gulf littoral receiving less than 13 cm� (5 in). Snow falls 
heavily on the mountain peaks and is the principal source of water for irrigation in spring 
and early summer. The Caspian littoral is warm and humid throughout the year, and the 
annual rainfall is from about 100 to 150 cm�(40-60 in). Clear days are the rule, for the 
skies are cloudless more than half the days of each year. The seasons change abruptly. By 
the Persian New Year, the first day of spring, orchards are in bloom and wild flowers 
abound. The Tehran temperature ranges from -3
C�(27
F), the average low, to an average 
high of 7
C(45
F) in January, and from an average minimum of 22
C(72
F) to an average 
maximum of 37
C(99
F) in July. 
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Modern Persian is the official language of Iran. An ancient literary language, Persian was 
written in the Pahlavi script before the Arab conquest in the 7th Century. A new form 
written in the Arabic script developed during the 9th and 10th centuries; this is the basis of 
the Modern Persian language used today. As recently as 1950 there were several distinct 
dialects of spoken Persian, but due to the spread of public education and broadcast media, 
a standard spoken form, with minor regional accent, has evolved, Important languages of 
minority groups that have their own publications and broadcast programs include Azeri (a 
Turkic language of the Altaic family), Kurdish, Arabic, and Armenian. 
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The major export products such as mineral products, food products, carpet, pistachio, 
caviar, skin and leather, handicrafts, cloths etc. follow petroleum, gas, oil and 
petrochemical products exports. 
The major import items include base metals, vehicles, chemical products, heavy 
machineries, animal and vegetable fats, and plastics. 
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According to the Population and Housing Census conducted in November 2006 (Aban 
1385), Iran has 70495782 pop., the density is 43 per Km and the annual average growth 
stands at 1.6%. Of the whole population, 50.9% are male (35866362) and 49.1% female 
(34629420). 
There have been 17501771 families in 2006, of which 12405584 units reside in urban and 
5074866 families in rural areas. 21321 families have been reported unsettled households.  
�
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In 2006, 203 thousand hours of programs, either domestic or international, have produced 
by Voice of Islamic Republic of Iran,  Television of Islamic Republic of Iran has 
produced 61 thousand hours programs (either domestic or international), that show 
respectively 0.7 and 9.9% increases compared to the year before. 

More than 2053 and 1329 press publication has respectively been published in Tehran 
and other major cities with 0.1% and 9.4 % increase in comparison with the year before. 
Besides, it has been estimated that 629 press publications have been published per day. 

The public libraries associated to Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance has reached 
1729 in 2006 with 5.4% increase compared to the year before. During the same period 
more that 51 titles of books with more than 223 million of circulation has been printed, of 
which 40551 have been written and 10800 titles have been translated. There have been 
more than 15 million cinema- goers to 228 operating cinemas that has showed a decrease 
by million compared to the previous year. Moreover, in the year of this survey 82 movies 
have been produced in the country. 

�
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Since Iran is really enjoyed the most ancient world civilization and because of the 
diversity of climates as well as beautiful natural attractions, it is considered one of the 
most tourist centers of the world. . During 2006, over 2.7 million tourists have visited 
Iran, that this shows an increase of 44.8% in comparison with the previous year. 

The most prominent six sites in Iran recognized   as the World Common Heritage by 
UNESCO are:   

�  Takht-e-Soleyman (ancient area including Atashkadeh Azargoshastb in the 
sasanids era) in Tekab, west Azarbayejan.  

�  Takht-e-Jamshid (ruins of the former capital of Iran in 2500 years ago) near the 
city of Shiraz.  
   

�  Naqsh-e-Jahan square (a set of religious and public monuments from safavids era) 
near the city of Esfahan.  
   

�  Choghazanbil temple ( Aeelams imperial city in 3000 years ago) in Haftappeh  
�   Pasargad (the tomb the Cyrus the Great the Founder of the Achaemenian 

Dynasty) in Morghab Plain in Fars. 
�   Soltanniyeh Tomb (the highest in the world) in Khoda-bandeh City, in Zanjan 

Province. 
  

Moreover , foreign and Iranian tourists travel to different places of Iran and buy various 
goods as their travel souvenirs , and gifts for their relatives , mostly including saffron , 
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caraway , cotton candy , Gaz (candy) , Suhan (candy), varieties of cookies and chocolates 
, herbs and plants waters , liquorice , pistachio , caviar, date , rose water , carpet , Gilim , 
Zilu , handicrafts  inlaid articles , mosaic works and miniature paintings , earthenware 
and glassware , turquoise , pearl , agate , leather commodities, clothes,etc.  
�
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Tehran is the capital and largest city of Iran, and the administrative center of Tehran 
Province. Tehran is a sprawling city at the foot of the Alborz mountain range with an 
immense network of highways unparalleled in Western Asia. Tehran is famous for its 
numerous ski resorts on the Alborz slopes, large museums, art centers, and palace 
complexes. Tehran is the second largest city in the Middle East and is the second most 
populated city in South Western Asia with a population of 7,088,287 and approximately 
15 million in Greater Tehran. 

Most Iranian industries are headquartered in Tehran. 

In the 20th century, Tehran faced a large migration of people from all around Iran. 
Today, the city contains various religious minorities, and has many historic mosques, 
churches, synagogues and Zoroastrian fire temples. 

Tehran's climate is largely defined by its geographic location, with the towering Alborz 
Mountains to its North and the central desert to the South. It can be generally described as 
mild in the spring, hot and dry in the summer, cool and rainy in autumn and cold in the 
winter. As a large city with a significant difference in elevation among various districts, 
the weather is often cooler in the hilly north as compared to the flat southern part of 
Tehran. Summer is usually hot and dry with very little rain. The majority of precipitation 
occurs from mid-autumn to mid-spring. The hottest month is July (mean minimum 
temperature 23°C, mean maximum temperature 36°C) and the coldest is January (mean 
minimum temperature -1°C, mean maximum temperature 8°C)[4] 
Although compared to other parts of the country, Tehran enjoys a moderate climate, 
weather conditions can sometimes be unpredictably harsh. The record high temperature is 
48°C and the record low is -20°C. On January 5 & 6, 2008, after years of relatively little 
snow, a wave of heavy snow and low temperatures shocked the city covering it in a thick 
layer of snow and ice, forcing the Council of Ministers to officially declare an state of 
emergency and calling the following two days (January 6th and 7th) off for the capital.[5] 

The city of Tehran had a population of 7088287 people at the time of the last official 
census in 2006 [6]. 

Tehran is the biggest and most important educational center of Iran. Today there are 
nearly 50 major colleges and universities total in Greater Tehran. 

Tehran county borders Shemiranat county to the north, Damavand county to the east, 
Eslamshahr, Pakdasht, and Ray counties to the south, and Karaj and Shahriar counties to 
the west. 
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Tourism and attractions: Tehran, as Iran's showcase and capital city, has a wealth of 
cultural attractions. The Peacock Throne of the Persian Kings (Shahs) can be found in 
Tehran's Golestan Palace. Some of the well-known museums are National Museum of 
Iran, Sa'dabad Palaces Complex, Glassware and Ceramics Museum of Iran, The Carpet 
Museum of Iran, Tehran's Underglass painting Museum, and Niavaran Palace Complex. 
The Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art features the works of great artists such as Van 
Gogh, Pablo Picasso and Andy Warhol. The collection of these paintings was selected by 
the former Empress Farrah Diba.[citation needed] 

Tehran is also home to the Iranian Imperial Crown Jewels, also called the Imperial Crown 
Jewels of Persia, its is claimed to be the largest, most dazzling and valuable jewel 
collection in the world. The collection comprises a set of crowns and thrones, some 30 
tiaras, numerous aigrettes, jewel-studded swords and shields, a vast amount of precious 
loose gems, including the largest collections of emeralds, rubies and diamonds in the 
world. It also includes other items collected by the Shahs of Iran during the 2,500 year 
existence of the Iranian Kingdom. The Imperial Crown Jewels are still on display in the 
Iranian Central Bank in Tehran. 

Tehran is a relatively old city; as such, it has an architectural tradition unique to itself. 
Archaeological investigations and excavations in Tehran demonstrate that this area was 
home to civilizations as far back as 6,000 years BC. Tehran served only as a village to a 
relatively small population for most of its history, but began to take a more considerable 
role in Iran after it was made the capital in the late 18th century. Despite the occurrence 
of earthquakes during the Qajar period and before, some buildings still remain from 
Tehran's era of antiquity.[8] Today Tehran is Iran's primate city, and has the most 
modernized infrastructure in the country; however, the gentrification of old 
neighborhoods and the demolition of buildings of cultural significance has caused 
concerns.[9] 

The Azadi Tower has been the longstanding symbol of Tehran. It was constructed to 
commemorate the 2,500th anniversary of the Persian empire, and was originally named 
"Shahyad Tower"; after the Iranian revolution, its name changed to "Azadi Tower," 
meaning "Freedom Tower." The recently constructed Milad Tower may eventually 
replace the Azadi Tower as Tehran's new symbol. The Milad complex contains the 
world's fourth tallest tower, several restaurants, a five star hotel, a convention center, a 
world trade center, and an IT park.[10] Traditionally a low-lying city due to seismic 
activity in the region, modern high rise developments in Tehran have been undertaken in 
order to service its growing population. 

The tallest residential building in Iran is a 54-story building located north of Youssef 
Abad district, the Tehran International Tower. It is architecturally designed similar to 
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino on the Las Vegas Strip in the Paradise community of 
Clark County, Nevada, United States.[11] Appealing to the principle of vertical rather than 
horizontal expansion of the city, the Tehran International Tower is bound to the North by 
Youssef Abad, to the South by Hakim Highway, to the East by Kordesstan Highway and 
to the West by Sheikh Bahai Highway, all of which facilitate access to various parts of 
the city.[11] 
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